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AMENDING THE BOILER INSPECTION ACT OF THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Auaust 14 (legislative day, Aucust 1), 1951.—Ordered to 


Mr. CLeMeEnts, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, 
submitted the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany S. 491] 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 491) to amend the Boiler Inspection Act of the District 
of Columbia, after full consideration, report favorably thereon with 
amendments and recommend that the bill as amended, do pass 

The amendments are as follows: 

Page 1, strike all of line 6 through line 5 on page 2, and in lieu 
thereof insert the following: 


Sec. 4. No person shall use or cause to be used, any steam boiler, boiler, or 


> 
pressure vessel, except such as may be exempted by the Commissioners of t1 
District of Columbia by rules or regulations, without having first obtained a 
certificate of inspection from the boiler inspeetor 
Page 2, insert a new section as follows: 
Sec. 3. This Act shall become effective on January 1, 1952. 


The purpose of this bill is to delegate to the Commissioners of the 
District of Columbia the power to determine, by rules and regulations 
adopted after hearings and full study, the classes of boilers and pressure 
vessels requiring inspection within the District of Columbia. It is 
the intention of the bill that the Commissioners shall make, or cause to 
be made, the necessary studies concerning the types of boilers and pres- 
sure vessels which present a hazard to life or property and, if the Com- 
missioners are persuaded of the need therefor, to require their in- 
spection by the boiler inspector and the obtaining of the necessary 
certificates. 

The bill has the approval of the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia, the District Boiler Inspector, and was reported unanimously 
by the full committee 
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CHANGES IN Existina Law 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law in the bill, as reported, 
are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is enclosed 
in black brackets, new matter is printed in italic, existing law in 
which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 
[PusLic—No. 794—741TH ConcREss] 


[S. 2953] 


AN ACT To provide for the inspection, control, and regulation of steam boilers and unfired pressure vessels 
in the District of Columbia 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States oJ 
America in Congress assembled, That this Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Boiler Inspec- 
tion Act of the District of Columbia.”’ 

Sec. 2. Whenever the word ‘‘person”’ is used in this Act it shall include indi- 
viduals, firms, partnerships, associations and corporations. 

Sec. 3. There is hereby constituted a boiler inspection service in the Engineer 
Department of the Distriet of Columbia, to be composed of the following: (a) A 
boiler inspector who shall be qualified by training and experience in the construc- 
tion and operation of [steam] boilers and [unfired] pressure vessels, and who, 
under an official designated by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, 
shall have charge of the enforcement of the provisions of this Act and of the regu- 
lations promulgated hereunder; (b) and such other employees as may be necessary 
for the proper performance of the work. All such officials and employees shall 
be appointed by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 

[Sec. 4. No person shall use or cause to be used any steam boiler operating 
at a pressure in excess of fifteen pounds per square inch or operating at a pressure 
less than fifteen pounds per square inch unless provided with an unassisted gravity 
return, or any unfired pressure vessel operating at a pressure in excess of sixty 
pounds per square inch and having a capacity in excess of fifteen gallons, except 
such vessels may be exempted by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia, 
without having first obtained a certificate of inspection from the boiler inspector.J] 

Sec. 4. No person shall use or cause to be used, any steam hoiler, boiler, or pressure 

vessel, except such as may be exempted by the Commissioners of the District of Colum- 
bia by iles or requlations, without having first obtained a ce rtificate of inspection 
from the horle nspector. 
Sec. 5. No person shall operate or cause to be operated any boiler or [unfired] 
pressure vessel, referred to in section 4 hereof, at a pressure greater than that 
permitted by the certificate of inspection, or while feed pumps, gages, cocks, valves, 
or automatic safety-control devices are not in proper working condition, or in 
violation of any of the regulations promulgated hereunder by the Commissioners 
of the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 6. The boiler inspector, or one of his assistants, shall inspect annually 
all boilers and [unfired] pressure vessels for which a certificate of inspection is 
required by section 4 of this Act, and shall determine by actual tests the condition 
thereof from the standpoint of safety and fitness for operation. If such boiler 
or vessel be safe and fit for operation, the boiler inspector shall issue the certificate 
of inspection which shall state, among other things, the pressure per square inch 
such boiler or vessel may be allowed to carry. This certificate of inspection shall 
be displayed in a conspicuous place in close proximity to the boiler or vessel 
covered thereby. In the case of a [steam] boiler or [unfired] pressure vessel 
which is regularly insured and inspected at least once a year by an insurance 
company duly licensed in the District of Columbia and approved by the Com- 
missioners of the said District as to its inspection service, where a report of such 
inspection filed within thirty days after such inspection with the boiler inspector 
shows any such boiler or [unfired] pressure vessel to be in 4 safe and insurable 
condition, such inspection and report shall take the place of the inspection here- 
inbefore provided and the certificate of inspection may be issued upon such report. 
Insurance companies shall report to the inspectors the cancelation of insurance of 
any certificate holder. 
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Sec. 7. The boiler inspector may in his discretion revoke or suspend the certifi- 
cate of inspection provided in section 4 of this Act if at any time he shall find any 
boiler or funfired pressure vessel covered by such certificate to be unsafe or 
unfit for operation. 

Src. 8. [Steam] boilers and [unfired] pressure vessels located in or upon boats 
or vessels or other floating equipment, or boats or vessels owned or operated by 
the United States, or upon locomotives, street cars, busses, or other vehicles, 
operated under the regulations of any Federal agency or the Public Utilities 
Commission of the District of Columbia, shall be exempt from the provisions of 
this Act. 

Sec. 9. There shall be paid to the Collector of Taxes of the District of Columbia 
by the owner or user, for the issuance of a certificate as required by this Act 
fees to be fixed from time to time by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
for the annual inspection of each [steam] boiler or [unfired] pressure vessel, 
commensurate with the cost of inspection, with power to fix higher fees for the 
issuance of a certificate where the inspection in connection therewith is made 
on a Sunday or legal holiday. When an inspection report is filed by an insurance 
company with the said boiler inspector, showing that a boiler or [unfired] pres- 
sure vessel has been inspected and found to be in a safe and insurable condition 
as provided in section 6, the owner or user of such insured and inspected boiler or 
[unfired] vessel shall be exempt from the payment of all fees with the exception 
that there shall be paid to the Collector of Taxes of the District of Columbia a 
fee of $1 by the owner or user prior to the issuance of a certificate of inspection. 
No such certificate shall be valid after the boiler or [unfired] pressure vessel 
shall cease to be insured by an insurance company authorized as provided in 
section 6 of this Act. 

Ser. 10. The boiler inspector and his assistants shall have the right to enter, 
in the performance of his or their duties, at all reasonable hours, all premises on 
which a [steam] boiler or [unfired] pressure vessel is being installed, operated, 
or maintained, and it shall be unlawful for any person to deny admittance to 
anv such inspector or assistant or to interfere with him or them in the perform ance 
of his or their duties. 

Sec. 11. The boiler inspector shall keep in the office of the boiler inspection 
service all applications made, and a complete record thereof, as well as of all 
certificates issued. He shall also keep a complete record of each boiler and 
{unfired] pressure vessel inspected, and such other records and data pertaining 
to the boiler inspection service as may be directed by the Commissioners of the 
District of Columbia. 

Sec. 12. The use of any [steam] boiler or [unfired} pressure vessel in violation 
of any of the prohibitions or requirements of this Act, or of the regulations pro- 
mulgated under the authority hereof, shall constitute a common nuisance and the 
Corporation Counsel of the District of Columbia may maintain an action in the 
Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, in the name of the District of 
Columbia, to abate and perpetually enjoin such nuisance. 

Sec. 13. If any person shall violate any one or more of the provisions of this 
Act, or of regulations duly promulgated hereunder, the Corporation Counsel of 
the District of Columbia, or any of his assistants, shall file an information in the 
police court in the name of the Distriet of Columbia, and upon conviction such 
person shall be subject to a fine not to exceed $100 or to imprisonment for not more 
than ninety days, or both, for each and every violation thereof and each violation 
shall constitute a separate offense. 

Sec. 14. The Commissioners of the District of Columbia are hereby authorized 
and empowered to make such regulations as they may deem proper to carry out 
the provisions of this Act and to fix the fees herein provided. 

Src. 15. All laws or parts of laws relating to boiler inspection in conflict with 
the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed: Provided, That no provision hereof 
shall be deemed to amend, alter, or repeal the Act approved February 28, 1887, 
as amended, being an Act to regulate steam engineering in the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 16. If any provision of this Act or the application thereof to any person 
or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions 
or applications of the Act which can be given effect without the invalid provision 
or application, and to this end the provisions of this Act are declared to be sever- 
able. 5 

Sec. 17. This Act shall become effective six months from the date of its ap- 
proval. The regulations and schedule of fees herein provided for shall be promul- 
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gated by the Commissioners of the District of Columbia and printed in one or 
more of the daily newspapers published in the said District but shall not be en- 
forced until thirty days after such publication or until the effective date of this 
Act Amendments to the regulations or new or additional schedules of fees, 
when and as the same may be adopted, shall likewise be printed in one or more 
of the daily newspapers published in the said District and no penalty for violation 
thereof or payment of new or additional fees prescribed shall be enforced until 
thirty days after such publication. 
Approved, June 25, 1936. 
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